Oasis of the Seas

STATISTICS ABOUT THE SHIP
The Oasis of the Seas, Royal Caribbean International (RCI) has constructed the largest cruise ship afloat, which is a destination in itself. Its home, Port Everglades in Ft. Lauderdale had to increase its Pier #18 in order to accommodate the ship, as did each of its destination ports. 
The statistics of the Oasis are stunning: (over four times the size of the Titanic), her 225,282 gross tons, is an increase of more than 65,000 tons over the RCI Freedom Class. 208 ft. wide (1,187 ft. long (almost four football fields), 236 ft. high above the waterline, all with a draft of only 30 ft., she floats so high. With all her size, her cruising speed is 22.6 knots. There are 15 passenger decks, 24 passenger elevators placed both forward and aft, so they are less than a quarter of the ship's length from anywhere on board. Neat! Guest capacity is 5,400 (double occupancy of its 2,706 guest staterooms), but she can accommodate over 6,296 total guests. Her international crew of 2,165 are all eager to please. Although bigger than any other cruise ship, Oasis is not actually much longer than the Freedom Class. It is much wider which creates a lot more space. The Oasis has more outdoor space than any other cruise ship. Her seven neighborhoods concept makes for a wonder of a cruise --- a vacation like no other. 

BOARDING THE SHIP 
Arrived at terminal 18 at 10:15 and were in group 1 to board the ship and were on at 11:15. Not allowed into cabins until 1:00pm.  Crown &Anchor members and wheelchair passengers had special lines. Each Deck had a special check-in line, thus, cutting down on the waiting. Boarded on deck #5 which is the Promenade.

Upon check-in, you are given an overview of the week’s activities, known as “The Planner”, as well as a map and an information brochure discussing dining and entertainment options. This is quite informative, and a nice primer to this week’s activities.  

No matter how many times you have cruised, take the boarding pictures, even if you have absolutely no intention of buying it. The Oasis has a face recognition system for all of the pictures. If you don't take this boarding picture you will not have all of your pictures together for the remainder of the cruise. They take your Sea Pass, and the pictures go with your room number, and every time a picture is taken it goes in your "folder".
The Solarium is open to grab a bite to eat and they have computers the size of small nations all over the place and you punch in what you want to do and where to go and it maps it out for you.  As for embarkation lunch, Park Café was open.
There are many different choices for Sail away on this ship. Most people chose the pool decks or Boardwalk; there is also a site over the bridge. This area was originally going to be for the Adventure Ocean guests, but apparently RCCL has decided to use it for adult guests instead. It is easily accessed by going all the way forward, port side, on deck 14. There are great views, and you can move out on the wings to get an even better vantage point. 

INFORMATION ABOUT CABINS

The internet connection was extremely stable and based on speed tests, unexpectedly fast. Used laptop on the open sea (not at any ports) in the stateroom and was getting DSL speeds 

If you have a triple or quad, then your bed is near the door, and the sofa and TV are near the balcony. If you have a double occupancy cabin, it will be reversed.

The doors opened outwards (Toward the Hallway), the door is set back so that it does not open directly into the hallway.

Another thing they finally got right is the bar in the shower; which allows one to shave the legs in an easy fashion. No clothesline in the shower, but there are 2 hooks in there and 2 hooks in the bathroom wall and also more hooks on the bathroom door. Shower head is fixed and is very high. The bathroom in the stateroom seems bigger than on previous ships; although counter space is more narrow. They supply you with various bottles of shampoo, conditioner, lotion, and soap. The shower is the revolving phone booth type

Plenty of storage space in the closet, 6 shelves, tons of hangers, and a safe and other shelving near the vanity. Put the small coffee table in the closet to help open up the room. The beds were comfortable and balcony furniture another step up. The bedding is the best I've had on a cruise. The mattresses have great support but have a thick layer of soft foam on top. There are two extra pillows in the closet for a total of six. 
The fridge actually keeps things cool. Life jackets are not kept in your cabin you will be given one at your life station if required. The cabins had hair dryers, outlets located under the desk (parent of toddlers may want to bring outlet covers) limited drawer space (3 drawers), many cabinets, 2 night stands and sofa table. There was standard under the bed storage, a sofa which slept 2, under the sink storage.  The bathroom had a dim and full light setting. No more stumbling in the dark to find and use the bathroom. 
There is a master switch at the front door which is great when you are leaving and want to cut all the lights easily. There are two switches by the bed, one that controls the room lights and the other that controls subdued lighting over the artwork which can act as a nightlight and is great at night for two people sharing a room. The balcony door needs to be latched for the heat/air to come on. If out on the balcony, be careful not to close the sliding door too enthusiastically, as it could lock you out. Only have to partially close the closet doors in the cabin, then the actuator takes control and closes them the rest of the way 

On Screen Interactive capabilities (there is a keyboard which comes with the flat screen  TV so you can sign up for wireless internet or use the TV itself to surf the web) , the TV also allows you to sign up for activities and reserve a table at any one of the several specialty restaurants on board. There is also a built in calendar feature which shows you the customized itinerary for your trip and you can add to it at any time, anything you want. It shows you bookings you have made, both shore-excursions and dinner reservations

THE NEIGHBORHOODS
Solarium/ Sports Deck: There is a huge partially domed Solarium in the front of the ship. This area has multiple levels, is beautifully laid out, and has palm trees and tropical plants. There is a small pool (3-ft. deep) that is warm, plus two hot tubs. Covered verandas are furnished with large, beautiful “Tommy Bahama” style chairs with thick cushions and matching ottomans--perfect for reading a book or taking a nap. There are 10 cabanas along the very front of the Solarium that are like giant “Papasan” chairs with convertible tops. Also in the Solarium is the Solarium Bistro, which serves breakfast and lunch “healthy” fare but turns into a chic bistro at night for a surcharge.  Adjacent to the Solarium on both sides of the ship, in a part of the ship that cantilevers out over the water, (inside the glass area) are two huge “infinity” style hot tubs with big-screen televisions. You can sit in the hot tub and look at the ship as though you were alongside it.

Located in the Sports Deck area is Izumi, the Japanese specialty restaurant available for a surcharge. Also on the sports deck are several other pools, including a cute kiddie aqua park that features fun slides, water guns and fun things to entertain them for hours and a “beach” pool plus sun decks and plenty of beach chairs. Beach towels are large and thick and have the Royal Caribbean name on them. You have to “check out” the towels and return them to the towel kiosk. The rest of the sports deck contains many amenities such as a full-size basketball court, mini golf with real turf and unique bronze statues of golfers and a caddy and brightly colored animals for the children. There are ping pong tables; shuffleboard; rock-climbing wall; zip-line across the ship; flow-rider wave machine for surfing or using the boogie board. Everything is well laid out and spacious. Also on the sports deck is a dining venue called Wipeout Café plus a small beach shop that sells beach wear, suntan lotion, and other things. A free soft-serve ice cream machine with cones is located near the pools. Although it can get crowded, there were always lounge chairs available.  

The zip line is fun, but it is over very quickly. Sign up as soon as you board (at Oasis 360 in Studio B). The 2 Flow riders were very fun, and they have them separated for stand up surfing on starboard side and boogie boarding on port side. Wait was never longer than 15 minutes for the flow riders. It is busier during sea days. Another piece of advice is to do the online waivers for activities before you leave. This saves a lot of time in line. The aft area is also nice for ocean views and relaxing, and there are loungers available back here, very un-crowded and accessible.
Vitality Spa and Fitness Center: The spa is huge and takes up 2 floors. There are the usual offerings plus additional special treatment rooms. The relaxation room could comfortably seat 16 people but was never that crowded. There is also a nice salon. Located within the spa and fitness area is the Vitality Café where you can get a healthy snack, energy drink, or smoothie, and specialty coffee drinks. Some of the items in the café are free and some cost extra. The fitness center was huge. There are plenty of classes and lectures to attend, or you can do your own routine. There are some bikes available (for an extra charge) that have simulated interactive biking courses. The fitness center has a stairwell that takes you down to the promenade deck, which is essentially a jogging track. Along the way are motivational signs and reminders to stop and stretch, and informational markers to let you track your distance. Vitality at Sea Fitness Center is forward on Deck 6. There is a “Thermal Suite,” massage center and gym with over 100 cardio & resistance machines, the longest jogging track at sea (2.4 laps = 1mile). There are classes in yoga and kick boxing.

Boardwalk: 
The Boardwalk is on Deck 6 aft and is modeled after various seaside communities, and truly evokes a festive and laid-back feeling and features a Carousel with 18 hand-carved animals; which offers complimentary rides. Before you get to the carousel, you walk down a hall of fun house mirrors and get to see each stage of the carving process for the beautiful carousel menagerie.  In its entrance are several horses in various stages of carving and painting, both informative and beautiful art. 
There is also a fun photo shop called Smile a costume style portrait place. There were many costumes to dress up in for your pictures. The cheapest package was about $100 and the individual photos were about $35. There is a Pets at Sea store which looks is like a build-a-bear shop, an old-fashioned candy store with many nostalgic candies for a whopping $11.69 per 1b. An Ice Cream Parlor- ($) sells ice cream, banana splits etc. A Donut shop (free) has 6-8 different types of donuts. Pinwheels is a clothing/toy store for kids. Star Pier sells hats, sunglasses etc.
Along the Boardwalk are decorative items you would find in a real boardwalk, such as pop-corn machines, ‘funhouse” mirrors, and so forth. Even “Voltar” is available to tell your fortune. They also have a photo booth. Restaurants include Johnny Rockets (4.95pp – free for breakfast) and the Seafood Shack, ($8.95 fee pp) a casual restaurant.
The Boardwalk has about 5-6 stories of “inside” cabins that overlook it. Have heard that the boardwalk rooms were quite noisy.

At the end of the Boardwalk is the Aqua Theater. This is the home for fantastic diving and synchronized swimming shows, and is not to be missed. This area was also used for the Sexy Legs contest, and they also showed some football games and a movie as well. 

The 600 seat Aqua Theater has two shows, one of Dancing Waters (fountains timed to music --- reminiscent of the famous fountains of Lugano, Switzerland). The other show, “Oasis of Dreams,” is a water extravaganza of high diving, synchronized swimming, and acrobatic routines. This theatre has stadium seating (comfy) and a stage with a 17 foot deep pool --- various diving boards and platforms, lighting, and 2 big-screens for movies and other special effects. The evening performance put on by former Olympic swimmers and acrobats was spectacular.  It consists of synchronized swimming, diving, and aerial acrobatics that take place all around the theater. Keep your eyes open because you never know where the action will occur. The show incorporates the large TV screens that flank the stage, and they serve to further the story as well as showing the action from different angles.
The Aqua Theatre was flanked on either side by the Aqua Suites. The suites are stepped such that the lowest one had the largest balcony and the balconies decreased in size as you went higher. The balcony for each suite was a large wrap-around style balcony that appeared to have built-in outdoor bars. I would guess that the view of the Aqua Theatre, as well as the ocean view on the other side, was stunning; however, noise would definitely be an issue. There is also a 30 minute evening water show set to music that was very dramatic and well done. Those in the Aqua Suites were on their balconies viewing the water show and appeared to enjoy it. 
On either side of the ship are the two rock climbing walls, both of which are higher and wider than anything RCCL has had. Waits for climbing were only 15 minutes or so. 
Central Park 

Central Park is based on Deck 8 with five decks of balcony staterooms opening on to it. It certainly lives up to its name with 2,178 trees, vines and flowering plants, beautifully arranged among winding paths and is absolutely elegant at night. In the evening there are moonlight serenades with the “Black Pearl Strings” and guitar melodies with Wilfredo Arca. There are many plants and park benches with a winding path that allows you to meander along and take it all in. There are several seating areas – some covered for when it rains (it is open to the sky like a park). There are delightful pergolas covered with blooming bougainvilleas and poles wound with night blooming jasmine. Each type of plant is identified with tags. There is an occasional Strolling Scot bagpiper playing. 
There are also fine shops featuring designer handbags (Coach Purse store), sports wear, as well as an extensive art gallery. They offer twice-daily Art Tours from here, which is informative and interesting. 
Restaurants in Central Park include: Chops Grille, Park Café, 150 Central Park featuring celebrity Chef Kerriann Von Raesfeld, and Giovanni’s Table for excellent Italian cuisine under the jovial Senior Executive Chef Marco Morrama and friendly Maitre d' Alessandro, food is served family style. At 150 Central Park there are two menus that alternate depending upon the day of the week. The ambiance is very elegant, the service is outstanding. Enjoy a bottle of wine, or select the wine-parings. The Park Café was open for breakfast and lunch and was packed all the time. The cafe serves excellent fresh salads that you create and delicious panninis as well as sandwiches and desserts. 

Rising above Central Park are several floors of “inside” cabins that have windows overlooking the park. We were told by those cabin-dwellers that it was extremely noisy in those rooms. 

The Royal Promenade on Deck 5 is retained from the Voyager and Freedom classes of ships and features a village center with coffee shops, Pizza parlors and the Globe & Atlas 
Pub with music each night by Scott Perham. The on board shops located here has the logo wear, perfumes, jewelry, etc. The Promenade is the site of Captain Wright's Champagne welcome on board party and numerous parades and entertainments. The biggest attraction is the “Rising Tide Bar” an oval shaped spacious glass enclosed elevator which will lift you up three decks to Central Park. The automobile attraction for this ship is a 1936 Auburn Speedster, a supercharged convertible, with four exhaust coils on each side. This sleek sports car is a combo of black and silver with white wall, wire spoke wheels.
The Oasis Promenade is wider and longer, and is broken up in the middle with different kiosks, as well as the excellent Mondo coffee shop, which serves Starbucks coffee (for a fee) and awesome baked goods (free). Boleros has a spot on the Promenade, and is a beautiful well-done venue. However, the smoking was extensive and it was very uncomfortable to be in for a non-smoker. The pub is entirely non-smoking, which was nice. The RCCL logo shop is indeed quite small, and was always crowded. They had an extensive selection of Oasis-related items, including the oft mentioned ship models. The Cupcake Cupboard is located front and center, and also incorporates a staircase that goes up to the mezzanine level. These are gourmet quality cupcakes at $2.50 each. If you are interested in one of these classes, head over there right away and sign up. Even if there isn’t a schedule yet, the manager will take your information and call you when the schedule is finalized. Other places to grab a bite to eat include Café Promenade sells pastries, sandwiches, espresso, lattes etc where the food is free but some types of coffee is extra.. An interesting option at Sorrento’s is the “Make Your Own” pizza station where you pick out your toppings and they make you your own personal pizza. You can also order a pizza for takeout and take a slice or a whole pie back to your room with you. 
Guest service is also located on the Promenade deck and, there are frequently long lines Regalia is a jewelry store, Globe & Atlas is a pub style bar, Royal Port Merchants sells alcohol by the bottle. Solera sells perfume; The Shop sells T shirts and souvenir. On Air- believe this is a sports bar (they did air the football games), karaoke was sometimes there. The Champagne Bar is frequently empty. Willow sells clothes, sunglasses, purses. Focus sells cameras and camera supplies, upstairs Focus continues as the place to view your photos.  A caricature stand to have an artist draw caricatures from a photo $45+. Prince and Greene sell clothes. Boleros is a Latin club/bar.
The mezzanine level located on Deck 6, it houses Schooners, the photos shop, and the Diamond club. Schooners is where most trivia games are held, and is the same nautical theme as other ships (including the fake gunpowder smell). The photograph area is a huge improvement over past designs. Because of the sheer number of guests, photos are stored in numbered binders and not out in the open. You Sea Pass card will have your binder number on it. Just find that binder, and all of your pictures will be in there for your review. Oasis uses facial recognition software for sorting and storing pictures, and it seems to be quite accurate. You also have the choice of finding your pictures on a computer kiosk if that works better for you. There is an option for getting all of your pictures on a disk for $349
The Youth Zone is completely dedicated to children and teens with Adventure Ocean Theater, Science Lab, Video Games and even a nursery at sea. Teens are treated to their own area with an out door deck, nightclub, video arcade and even a Hangout spot. 

The casino is absolutely huge. There are a multitude of slots, table games, and interactive electronic poker, blackjack, and roulette machines. They have a smoking and non-smoking side, and as long as you stay away from the middle section, it is usually pretty good smoke control. The casino has their own version of Lotto, and for $2 you pick 5 numbers…if you get all 5 in the nightly drawing, you get $10,000.

The Rising Tide Bar. This is a moveable bar that moves between decks 5 (Promenade) and 8 (Central Park). It holds about 30 people and is a wonderful place to relax and have a drink, or just people watch it's not crowded most the time. The bar itself is located right in the middle of the action at the aft end of the Boardwalk. Not only does it transport you from the festive atmosphere of the Promenade to the serene atmosphere of Central Park under a glass domed ceiling shaped like a wave and reminiscent of Tavern on the Green in NYC, but it also serves as part of the decoration and ambience. When moving, there are multiple color effects and a water fountain show underneath the bar, and it is quite magical. There is12 minute between each running.

Solarium offers soft music, while Central Park offers nature sounds. It appears however that most of the “live” plants can only be found in Central Park.

ACTIVITIES – THINGS TO DO ON THE SHIP

If you don’t pre-book your entertainment, you will have the opportunity to book once you board, either through the Box Office, Oasis 360, or your interactive stateroom TV. You may not get your first choice. You can just show up at the desired show 10-15 minutes before show time. There will probably be seats available, albeit not in the best locations. 
The Sea Trek crew offer Dive Lessons, which are held in the Aqua Theater Pool.  SCUBA class, there is a full PADI certification course onboard, utilizing 3 days on-ship classes and for the 4th day a dive on ST Thomas (or St Maarten). Since the Aqua Theater pool is over 17 feet deep, it meets the needs of the SCUBA class. It is best to sign up early, preferably by Sunday morning. 

They had Stargazing up on the Helipad. Accessed the area by going to Deck 7 and entering through the Vitality Spa, or  went all the way forward through a Crew Only door, which led us through a crew hallway between a game/ arcade room and the Crew Bar/Disco. The Activity Staff member in an expert in astronomy, and pointed out many of the constellations, and an explanation of each one that we could see. A great area is just above the Bridge. It is completely dark, and perfect for stargazing. The entrance to the area is deck 14 (fwd Port)

You can Pre Book Hairspray, Oasis of Dreams, the Comedy Show(s), Frozen in Time (Ice Show) and Come Fly with Me. This can be done 90 days before your sailing. If you are unable to pre book online. You can do so onboard at the Box Office. The only show that was always at capacity was the Aqua Show. All the other shows had plenty of empty seats for any last minute people.

The ship has so much to offer. You can stroll the Promenade or just walk around and look at over 7500 pieces of art. Take an art tour where one of the artists talks about her work and then a private viewing all her works in the art gallery. The art tours are well worth it and I think every week they invite other artists to join in and give private showings. There is so much great art on board; it’s nice to hear about it. The tours are fun and informative, take about and hour and they don’t try to sell you anything. 

Work out facility is lovely, large with treadmills in front of a window watching the sea. Bring your earphones as each machine has TV/stereo. The track is on level 5. Be sure to stop at the aft/rear of ship and look down at the prop/wake. 

Wi-fi  make sure your phone has data roaming OFF. Purchase 60 minutes of internet access for about $30. Same for wi-fi signal. Do not waste your internet minutes in your stateroom -- the TV functionality is very slow for internet. Use the PC's in the card room on deck 14.

The one place that does have the standard "out on deck" feel is a little hidden (and not on any of the ship's maps). If you go to the port side (left looking forward) hallway on deck 14 forward, there is a button that you push which opens a door that lets you access the deck that is found on top of the bridge. This is the best place to see the bow of the ship (with the helicopter pad) as well as both sides front and back. The best place to view the sea behind the ship is on deck 5 (home of the running track with its professional cushioned surface).
Cupcake Cupboard has a cupcake decorating class. The cost is $17.25. Receive a cute apron, chef’s hat and tote bag at the end of the class and a cupcake. Make puppy dogs and/or a hamburger cupcake. A cupcake has 710 calories red velvet; banana and carrot are the best sellers.

SHOWS

Entertainment Place has something for everyone: Cruise Director Ken Rush keeps ship activities humming. This cruise there were three terrific shows --- “Hairspray”, and the “Nelson Brothers” in the Opal Theater (seats 1,380, be careful in choosing your seat because there are several poles blocking the view of the stage) and thirdly, “. Live entertainment all over the ship includes jazz, comedy and string music in the dining rooms. 
Hairspray: This show takes place in the Opal Theater, and is a truncated version of the Broadway show of the same name. The energy level of the cast is fantastic, and the singing and choreography is top notch, professional quality of the sets and scenery, and the orchestra does a great job with the music. Recommend sitting a few rows back in order to see all of the action on stage. 

Frozen In Time: This is the ice show that takes place in Studio B, the Oasis has an ice skating rink and an Olympic quality ice show: “Frozen in Time” is based on Hans Christian Andersen's tales, “The Emperor's New Clothes,” “The Snow Queen,” “The Little Mermaid,” “The Red Shoes,” and “The Ugly Duckling.” set to a soundtrack with superb skating. The skaters were quite energetic, and there were multiple jumps, spins, and moves. The sets were very colorful, the choreography was flawless, and the degree of execution top notch. Within this show there is also a lady who does sand painting or sculpting to tell stories, with a wave of her hand or touch of her finger, she created scenes with characters and animals, etc

Come Fly With Me: This show takes place in the Opal Theater, it shows off the stage’s capability, and involves a lot of aerial activity taking place overhead.. The use of trampolines in this show is unique to experience the best of this show, sit in the middle of the theater about 5-6 rows back from the stage. As with the Aqua Theater show, keep an eye out all around you for different things happening. 

Parades -There were 2 parades and they are held on the royal Promenade. Both parades were high energy, frenetic, and visually stimulating. The best place to watch is in front of Sorrento’s, the pub, or the piano bar lounge which is where most of the action takes place. The globe above the pub “cracks open” and a walkway emerges with performers. 

There are family festivals on the boardwalk with a band, steel drums that the kids could play with and tons of games like ring tosses, face painting etc. There was also a wooden boat, car and bus that the kids could climb in and pretend to drive. The interactive Lego game wasn’t working yet.

Oasis of Dreams, the water show they cancelled the first two or three nights shows because of rocky seas,  might want to book it for a night when you are already near the islands. It was amazing, 

Weeks Activities (subject to change with change in Nassau to beginning of cruise)
Here’s a brief overview of the week’s activities (final details in the daily Compass): Saturday: Noon-3:30pm Oasis 360 Planning Event Entertainment Place 11:30am-3:45pm Day Spa Tours Oasis Day Spa 3:00pm Adventure Ocean Welcome Aboard Show Aquatheater 4:15pm Guest Assembly Drill Various Locations 4:30pm Welcome Aboard Party Boardwalk Welcome Aboard Party Royal Promenade Welcome Aboard Party Pools 5:45pm Rockin Rhythm Parade Royal Promenade 7:45pm Welcome Aboard Show Studio B, Aquatheater 9:15pm-10:00pm Family Nightclub Blaze 

Sunday: 7:30am Yoga ($) Fitness Center 9:00am-6:00pm Flowriders Open Sports Deck 10:00am Bingo Opal Theater 10:30am Live the Oasis trivia On Air 10:30am Meet and Mingle Dazzles 10:30am Art Walk Central Park 11:30am-1:00pm Family Festival Boardwalk 2:30pm Art Walk Central Park 3:45pm Bingo Opal Theater 7:30pm Captain’s Reception Royal Promenade 8:00pm-9:00pm Family Karaoke On Air First full day -The highlights are the Family Festival, the Port and Shopping Show, Fountain Show (no reservations required), several game shows, Frozen in time Ice Show, Hairspray, The Oasis of Dreams Aqua Show, and the Captains Welcome aboard reception. Tonight is Formal Night.

Monday: 8:45am Spin Class ($) Fitness Center 9:00am-6:00pm Flowriders open Sports Deck 10:15am Bingo Opal Theater 10:30am Art Walk Central Park 10:30am Live the Oasis Trivia On Air 11:30am-1:00pm Family Festival Boardwalk 2:30pm Art Walk Central Park 5:00pm Love and Marriage Show Opal Theater 11:45pm Quest Studio B 

Tuesday: 7:30am Pilates ($) Fitness Center 8:45am Gravity Group ($) Fitness Center 5:00pm Meditation ($) Fitness Center 5:00pm Live the Oasis Trivia On Air 7:45pm Family Quest Studio B 8:00pm Name that 8os Tune Schooner Bar 8:00pm-9:00pm Family Karaoke On Air 10:15pm Battle of the Sexes Game Show Studio B 11:30pm 70’s Disco Street Party Royal Promenade Midnight Comedy Improv: Throw me a Line Comedy LIVE 

Wednesday: 7:30am Yoga ($) Fitness Center 3:30pm-5:00pm H2O Zone Family Party H2O Zone 5:00pm Bingo Opal Theater 5:00pm Live the Oasis Trivia On Air 8:00pm Family Karaoke On Air 10:15pm Finish that Lyric Dazzles 

Thursday: 7:30am Yoga ($) Fitness Center 8:00am-6:00pm Flowriders Open Sports Deck 10:30am Live the Oasis Trivia On Air 10:30am Bingo Opal Theater 10:30am Art Walk Central Park 11:30am Men’s Belly Flop Competition Poolside 2:30pm Art Walk Central Park 4:15pm Bingo Opal Theater 11:30pm twenty Nightclub Solarium 

Friday: 7:00am Early Morning Stretch Fitness Center 8:00am-6:00pm Flowriders Open Sports Deck 10:30am Bingo Opal Theater 10:30am Live the Oasis Trivia On Air 11:30am Family Festival Boardwalk 11:45am Lollapalooza Parade Royal Promenade 2:30pm Art Walk Central Park 4:15pm Bingo Opal Theater 8:00pm Live the Oasis Game Show On Air 8:00pm Fountain Show Aquatheater 10:30pm Fountain Show Aquatheater 

Oasis of the Seas - Restaurants at a glance - Mar 2010    
	Neighborhood Restaurant
	Deck
	Breakfast
	Lunch
	Dinner

	Royal Promenade

	Sorrento's Pizzeria 
	5
	
	+
11:30 ---
	+
--- 3am

	Café Promenade - Casual dining 
	5
	+
24 hr 
	+
24 hr
	+
24 hr

	Cupcake Cupboard 
	5
	$
	$
11 ---
	$
--- 11 

	Mondo Coffee Bar 
	5 
	+
7 --- 
	+
---
	+
--- 1am 

	Central Park

	Chops Grille† - steak house 
	8
	
	
	$25 
5:30 - 9:30 

	150 Central Park† - upscale 
	8
	
	
	$35 
6 - 9 

	Giovanni's Table† - Italian 
	8
	
	$10 
12 - 2:00 
	$15 
5:30 - 9:30 

	Park Café - Casual indoor/outdoor 
	8
	+
7:30 - 11
	+
11:30 - 6 
	+

	Vintages - wines and tapas 
	8
	
	$
12 --- 
	$
--- 1am 

	Boardwalk

	Johnny Rockets® - diner 
	6
	+
7:30 - 10:30
	$4.95 
11:30 - 3:30 
	$4.95 
6 - 12am 

	Seafood Shack 
	6
	
	$8.95/$4.45*
11:30 - 3:30 
	$8.95/$4.45* 
5:30 - 10 

	Boardwalk Donut Shop 
	6
	+
7 ---
	+
---
	+
--- 9 

	Boardwalk Bar - Quick service dining 
	6
	
	+
	+

	Ice Cream Parlor 
	6
	
	$
11 --- 
	$
--- 11 

	Pool & Sports Zone

	Solarium Bistro† - Healthy fresh spa café 
	15
	+
7:30 - 10:30
	+
12 - 3
	$20 
6 - 9:30 

	Izumi Asian Cuisine 
	16
	
	
	$
6 - 9:30 

	Wipe Out Café - buffet 
	15
	+
	+
11:30 - 3:30 
	+

	Around the Ship

	Opus Main Dining Room - 
	3-5
	+
8 - 10 
	+
12 - 1:30 
	+
5:30 - 9:30 MTD 

	Concierge Lounge - Diamond Club, Suites 
	
	+
	+
	+

	Chef’s Table - hosted by the chef 
	11
	
	
	$75 incl Wine
7:30 

	Windjammer Marketplace - buffet 
	16
	+
7 - 12
	+
12 - 3:30 
	+
6:30 - 9 

	Room Service 
	
	+
24 hr
	+
24 hr
	+ 
$3.95 12am - 5am 

	Vitality at Sea - Spa & Fitness

	Vitality Café - Healthy snacks 
	6
	+
7 - 11 
	+
---
	+
--- 9 


+ Complimentary
† can reserve in advance
* kids under 12
$ A là carte
$20 Cover charge As of Mar 2010, subject to change

Make reservations on line before cruise

They serve Starbucks on board Oasis (Seattle's Best is no charge, and there is a few dollars for Starbucks)
Breakfast up in the Solarium Café is very relaxing.  There are many tables outside the actual Solarium Bistro. The menu is structured to offer more healthy foods. Lunch at the Solarium Bistro, offers light, low-fat, low-sugar, high grains. It’s an upscale atmosphere, and for adults only. For a buffet, it contrasts sharply with the Windjammer experience

Windjammer – No made to order omelet station, They have 2 omelets available daily (they change the style daily). The Windjammer is very small.  RCCL organizes the food stations because it minimizes “traffic jams” and makes it easier and quicker to grab a bite.
The Wipeout Cafe up on deck 15 offered burgers, hot dogs, fries, frozen yogurt and nacho chips with fresh guacamole and salsa.

Johnny Rockets breakfast Order from the MENU, eggs, bacon, sausage, toast, pancakes, waffles, cereal, coffee, and juice etc.

Also available is Chef’s Table for a $75 surcharge, including wines. There is also a wine pairing extravaganza. The food is superb and the wine presentation is off the charts. The dinner is limited to 14 people per night. $75.00 includes dinner, wine, (a lot of wine) an apron and an autographed cook book from one of the chefs. The cook book is awesome.

The Opus Dining Room is elegant. There is also an anytime dining option/. There were tables of all sizes. Quite a few tables for 2 and there were many 6 and 8 person tables. In the MDR, there is 1 galley for each floor of the dining room (3-4-5) MTD Go to dinner at a non traditional time. NOT 7:00 or 8:00 6:45, 7:45, 8:30. 

The Park Café has roast beef sandwiches everyone raves about. The grilled cheese Panini was good. The Cuban style Panini had no pickles. There were also good soups here and make your own salad bar. For breakfast, the English muffin/egg sandwiches were good also a bagel bar with lots of toppings. This café also offered other sandwich offerings, two different daily soup offerings, a salad bar that you could have created with different offering daily and of course a selection of yummy looking desserts.

150 Central Park the Signature restaurant, a very upscale 6 course dinner, very good along with the premium wine pairing.150 Central Park was beautifully and elegantly decorated. The prix fixe menu was unique; be ready to have your palate stretched 

Giovanni’s table the service was outstanding. They offered an appetizer, soup, pasta dish, main dish and dessert.

150 Central Park $35
Chops Grille $25
Giovanni's Table Lunch - $10, Dinner - $15
Vintages A la carte pricing
Mondo Coffee Bar A la carte pricing
Ice Cream Parlor A la carte pricing
Johnny Rockets Lunch $3.95, / Dinner - $4.95
Seafood Shack Lunch - $7.95, Dinner - $9.95
Izumi Asian Cuisine A la carte pricing
Solarium Bistro Dinner - $20

Café Promenade Complimentary
Sorrentos Pizzeria Complimentary
Park Café Complimentary
Boardwalk Bar Complimentary
Boardwalk Donut Shop Complimentary
Vitality Café Complimentary
Solarium Bistro Breakfast & lunch are complimentary
Wipe Out Café Complimentary
Main Dining Room Complimentary Must pre pay gratuities for MTD 
Room Service Complimentary, Late night w/fee 
Windjammer Marketplace Complimentary
Johnny Rockets Breakfast Complimentary

ODD’S AND ENDS

try a Lemon Drop Martini in Dazzles

The self serve frozen custard machines with ice cream cones is near the kid’s pools.

The 70's dance party in the Promenade was terrific 

Formal nights were on the second and 6th night

The Solarium area had a complimentary upper body chair massage. 

Enjoyed the “wing walk” an evening or two for sunsets too. You can find the entrance on Deck 14 port side all the way to the front. 

For a huge ship with a lot of shopping, there is very little in the way of sundries. Make sure that you have all the drugs, sun screen and food you want before boarding the ship. 

Finally, there are currently 39 "Small Wonders" art installations around the ship. These are 3D pictures in View masters, objects in magnifying telescopes, and objects mounted on the walls. Try and find all of them on your own (some of the locations are quite obscure), but if you can't, a list of their locations is available on request from the Park side

If you are part of a group, make sure you take your embarkation picture together as a group. That way you should have pictures from all members of the group in your photo folder at the end of the week. 
Wonderful swivel chairs in the adult solarium

Getting off for excursions was so easy! Get into the elevator and push the yellow button. When the doors open, you turn and go off the ship!

Wet suits rent for only $10 a day which is great if its cold and you want to ride the flowrider late.

When leaving the ship, the elevator actually has a button for the gangway. You don't have to worry which deck to disembark, you just push the "gangway" button and it automatically stops and a voice tells you to exit.. There is also an escalator that takes you down the last floor-no steps! Also one for coming back up. Great when you are tired from walking all over town. 

In Nassau I watched as a lot of people waited in line 20-30 minutes to clear security to get back on the ship because they waited until the last minute. Do yourself a favor; come back an hour early to avoid it all. 

Most pools and hot tubs stay open 24 hours and there are late comedy shows and other venues like the casino, Dazzles, Bolero, and bars all stay open late

The elevators are so plentiful, and have a different ring for up (ding) and down (ding-dong). They are fast to open and shut quickly THE DAYS OF THE WEEK ARE BACK! 

 The Only Negative Experience was the Soot at the Aqua Theater; I heard others say it was at the Flowrider as well. This was a Black Greasy substance that ruined your clothes if it got on them and on most it did. It was on the seats. Please take a Towel if you want to be careful. RCCL should really evaluate this.

You must plan your cruise schedule in advance. Sign the waivers of liability and book all your shows in advance. Book the zipline as soon as you get onboard - go to Studio B to make your reservations. You may well have decided not to do the zipline but later on change your mind after seeing everyone else doing it. If you have not booked it early, you may well not be able to go.

The Cruise Compass is a little confusing at first. It is 10 pages long, but after further review, it can be divided into Morning activities, and afternoon, evening activity daily planners

The "hidden" deck under the Solarium is on Deck 14 at the very front- we found it the first day before anyone else did. Get there early because once you're down there, other people see you and figure it out! We laid out on one of the overhangs above the bridge, awesome view!!! It was like being in the hot tubs that hang off the side only- not in a hot tub! [image: image1.png]



Cruise Critic Meet and Mingle Party at Dazzles down on Deck 8,

All the pools and spas on Oasis are fresh water

Oasis normally docks on the Starboard side. The Oasis was built with 2 escalators just for port debarkation. The escalators are designed to keep passengers from crossing in the (I-95) main corridor (crew) section of the ship. He suggested that they would dock about 1 cruise per month on the port side; just so they can have the lifeboat drill (each lifeboat must be tested and lowered monthly).

The Portside of Deck 15(Pool Deck) is for smoking. There is an area up on Deck 16 (Suites Outdoor Bar) that is for smokers too (in one area). Smokers also have the Port side of the Casino. The Starboard side is reserved for non smokers.

The Casino may be twice the size of Voyager Class. It wraps around Studio B.
The oasis had an outdoor movie screen. There are two which are located on each side of the dive platform. The large screens are mainly used for the water and fountain shows. They did show a few of the football playoff games and one or two movies during the week

The Red & Green STOP Lights on the Rockwall let the divers know if it’s OK for Diving

24 very large elevators and very quick. The only time you will see crowds are when the shows let out or people using the aft lifts going down to the dining rooms.

Every night while you dined some entertainer would serenade the room with soothing sounds. Very nice touch and some very good performers

An on-board phone (Royal Connect) is available which will allow you to stay in touch with your group no matter where they are on the ship. This is a wireless smart phone that includes text messaging, schedule information, and so on. There were only 150 phones on board, bottom line, as a phone and text device, they stink. Bad reception, usually couldn’t hear them ring, and sometimes they didn’t work at all. We loved them as a a locater for our kids but they didn’t work half the time. Bottom line, get a good set of walkie talkies.

The interactive touch screens in the hall right next to the elevators gave great directions to your room and other venues of interest. Just touch and read.

Once you signed up for a reservation to a show, you were put into a computer. You had no ticket to hold.

Lifeboat Drills, watched a video 
There are public computers onboard in the card room. There were only a few though. This is probably because there are keyboards in all of the staterooms. You can have internet access directly in your cabin regardless of whether you bring your own laptop.

The art work on board is so eclectic and numerous (9,800 pieces) that RCI has published a book “Wonder Book: The Art on the Oasis of the Seas.” The common theme of this vast collection is “The Wonder of Our World (p8).” There are photographs of everything from tiny micro-organisms to unending fields, all contribute to the wonders we encounter on our beautiful Earth. 

Larry Kirkland presents 23 pieces of tiny wonders in “hand forged interior-lit bronze microscopic vessels.... placed randomly throughout” (p100) the ship. The Oasis is so full of art that it is obvious that one cruise is not sufficient enough to appreciate it all: An excellent reason for which to return! An overview of the art does make one take a closer look at our world---- the photograph of a volcanic eruption by Ernst Haas (p108) brings this phenomenon to life. Then, an oil and embroidery on canvas by Nikkie le Nobel depicts an obvious sentiment “I'm so Sorry” (p131), and a sunlit Icelandic landscape photographed by Magnus Sigurdarson (pp120-121) reveals nature. Our world with all its life forms past and present makes up the beautiful art work of the Oasis of the Seas. Take time and look closely, you will be rewarded and touched. 

Red carpets indicate starboard and green carpets indicate port. When an elevator arrives, a red light indicates it going down while a green light indicates it going up.  There is one ding for up and 2 dings for down. And another thing regarding the elevators: there was never more than a few moments wait for an elevator the entire week. We tend to take the stairs most of the time, but when we did call for an elevator, it arrived promptly. One final piece of advice is to go to deck 5 (Royal Promenade) or deck 8 (Central Park) if you need to get from one end of the ship to the other. It is a much more pleasant and scenic way to traverse the ship, instead of trekking down the LONG hallways.

There is a concerted effort to make better use of the Sea Pass. Along with its traditional uses, it is also scanned at the Muster Drill, at each show you've reserved, and it can even be scanned in the photo gallery and you can see all your pics on a computer monitor.

There is no Jade on Oasis, and you can get Sushi, but it is served A la carte, and only in Izumi.

Even if you sign waivers on line, you still have to get the bracelet
Dodge ball tournament you need tennis shoes

Hidden Tip on deck 7, the port side, kind of behind that rockwall there is deck space with a couple chairs, and there is NEVER anyone there. If you really want to get away from 6100 other people and you don't have your own balcony this is it. It is

Luggage Valet Set them out by 11:00 and don't see them again until home. Purchase this if your flight isn't right away. Even if it is I would do it again no hassles at all. Luggage Valet needs to be taken care of by Thursday. You will get the info. It's a $20.00 per person charge, not per piece of luggage. They will pay the airline for any fees and charge it to your sea pass. NO luggage when you get off the ship except your carry-on.

